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P 070122Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, AO, CG 

SUBJECT: CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE - BORDER ATTACK ON 
ZAIRE 

1 . PARAS 2 - 6 CONTAIN PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR 
APRIL 6 BRIEFING FOR USE ONLY IF ASKED: 

2. Q: IS ZAIRE HIRING MERCENARIES TO HELP REPEL 
INVADERS FROM ANGOLA? 

A: I HAVE SEEN PRESS REPORTS TO THAT EFFECT, BUT HAVE NO 
EVIDENCE WHICH WOULD SUBSTANTIATE ALLEGATIONS THAT 
AMERICANS ARE BEING RECRUITED TO FIGHT IN ZAIRE. AS 
YOU KNOW, THE RECRUITMENT OF MERCENARIES IN THE UNITED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 077319 

STATES IS ILLEGAL. 

3. Q: HAS THE ADMINISTRATION MADE A DECISION TO SEND 
OR FINANCE PETROLEUM PRODUCTS FOR ZAIRE? 

A: WE ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO COMMENT UPON WHAT 
MIGHT OR MIGHT NOT BE INCLUDED IN THE ZAIRIANS' AID 
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REQUEST; NO DECISION HAS YET BEEN REACHED. 

4. Q: EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT YESTERDAY SAID THAT 
SOVIET-MADE TANKS HAVE BEEN USED IN THE INVASION TO 
SHABA. CAN YOU CONFIRM THIS? 

A: WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE TO CONFIRM HIS STATEMENT; 

5. Q: WHAT ABOUT THE NIGERIAN EFFORTS TO MEDIATE 
BETWEEN THE ANGOLANS AND ZAIRIANS. HAS IT FAILED? 

A: WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE NIGERIANS ARE ACTIVELY 
CONSULTING WITH THE PARTIES CONCERNED. WE FULLY SUPPORT 
THE NIGERIAN EFFORT AND HOPE IT WILL RESULT IN A 
SUCCESSFUL RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. 

6. Q: HENRY KISSINGER REPORTEDLY HAS SAID THAT THE 
ATTACK IN SHABA COULD NOT HAVE TAKEN PLACE WITHOUT THE 
MATERIAL SUPPORT OR ACQUIESENCE OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

DOES THE DEPARTMENT AGREE WITH THIS VIEW? 

A: I DO NOT WISH TO GO BEYOND MY STATEMENT THAT THERE 
IS NO EVIDENCE OF DIRECT SOVIET OR CUBAN INVOLVEMENT. 
VANCE 
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